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In Memory of Chris Brain Shoot 

Today, we pause to recognise and honour a very special 
member of our company, someone who left us far too 
soon, but whose spirit remains firmly woven into the 
heart of our archery family. Chris loved this sport with a 
passion and it was through his enthusiasm, warmth and 
encouragement that so many of us first picked up a bow. 
He would want nothing more than to see us all enjoying 
the archery he cared for so deeply.  

It is with profound sadness that we 
remember Chris, who passed away on 
Thursday, 12th March. His loss has left a 
space that will be deeply felt not only 
across our club, but in the hearts of all 
who had the privilege to know him. 

Chris brought joy wherever he went 
with his warm smile, his good‑natured 
banter and his unwavering positivity. He had a rare 
gift for lifting spirits and inspiring others, encouraging 
us not only to become better archers, but better people. 
His kindness, enthusiasm and genuine love for the sport 

created an atmosphere we will always 
cherish. 

The world has lost a truly great man. 
Our thoughts and heartfelt condolences 
go out to his family, his friends and 
everyone who feels the weight of his 
absence today. 
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In Chris’ inimitable style, it’s game time! So, let’s jump 
right into it as he’d be hounding us already to get set, 
carpark manned, admin prepped, marshals primed, 
course checked and food cooked ready (most important 
part, he did love his cake!) to welcome our visiting 
archers and have a great day of shooting!  

The call was heard and full company of archers rose to 
the challenge to take on the newly improved, subtlety 
enticing and devilishly intriguing course. Oh yes… the 
Riddler has been at it all winter to make sure he can 
outthink, hoodwink and downright blatantly trick your 
senses before he lulls you into a false sense of security 
and he makes you think what happened there?????  

 

Well…. Let’s read on and to see if he’s finally got one of 
you or you’ve bested him once again! 

We’ve all seasons this week prior to the shoot with rain, 
wind, hail and snow!... literally every type of weather 
endured but day held okay with some drizzle and 
cleared towards the end of the day. 
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Mike took centre stage, 
welcomed the company and 
took a minute to reflect on 
our missing friend where 
we gave a rousing applause 
as he would have hated a 
silence, he liked it to be 
loud, fun and enjoyable. He 
ensured we all knew the 
rules especially keeping us 
all safe with his usually 
repartee and only one peg 
change. Now that’s what 

you call smooth Admin, but that’s what you expect with 
our Madame President, 
Lynne, presiding…. I can’t 
remember if we, courtesy, 
bow, salute or grovel 
🤣🤣🤣.  

Hazel, Stef, Liz and Layla 
absolutely astounded us 
with a veritable feast from 
breakfast, lunch and tea, 
but most importantly shed loads of cake!!!!! Absolutely 
cracking with the archers and marshals fully fuelled 
against the weather ready to champion the course. Yes, 
the coffee cake and chocolate orange brownies were a hit 
with piping hot brew.  

Our other Mike was out snapping and cajoling archers, 
in a nice way of course, to deliver awe inspiring pics 
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under his auspicious lens bringing many a smile and 
good belly laugh as he dodged the drizzle. The camera 
doesn’t like the wet, just like our Mike!   

Two shots from the starting pistol and we’re off with 

spirits buoyed, archers 
straightaway started poking fun at 
each with hilarious banter and 
many a joke to stave off the cold. 

This year the course was a little 
more challenging with a massive 
dose of fun thrown, however, a 
goodly number of kills followed, but 
some misses to the Riddler’s delight.  

The Ibex still stands and impresses 
just goading you into that shot you 
must make, which some did but 
others will have to try again next 
time. There’s a reason it’s called the 
Ibex experience and it’s one to beat!  
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We had a few lucky shots 
and here’s one for the old 
skool, a proper spinal tap!  

There were a few lucky legs 
and Hogbert took three in a 
row too, nice grouping. Leo 
the lion is another great 
shoot, 
smartly 
mounted 

and catching a few archers out, it’s 
that Riddler again playing with your 

senses or is it the pegs 
again??? 

Freddie continues to impress us with 
every visit and this time his got another 
new bow which is literally the same size 
as him! 

As his dad said, he’ll grow into it and 
only having it two days, he insisted on 
shooting it too.  

Well done, 
Freddie, 
it’s always 

great 
catching up and having a 
laugh with you to hear how 
you’re winning those 24s. 
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We had a plethora of bows on 
show from the traditional to the 
ultra modern with a few 
traditional crossbows coming into 
their own.  

Mike Strong continued to impress 
and took it a step further using a 
tree no less and living up to his 
name😉🤣😂🤣.  

Marshals wandered and weaved 
around the course, helping to 
make those all important scoring 
decisions with a few line cutters, 
some winning 
with a fat 
arrow rescue! 
Why people 
shot skinny 
ones is beyond 
me🤔.  

They kept the 
company 
rolling along 
with very few 
arrows lost, 
great going 
guys and the 
majority 
returned for 
another go.  
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The raffle and medal ceremony was a welcome break 
from the drizzle that had lasted a few hours but didn’t 
dampen the spirits with applause for both the battle 
hardened winners and newcomers alike.  

 

Now let’s see who took the top spots, bathed themselves 
in glory and impressed the company on the day! 
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Thanks for all the amazing 
feedback! It really does make 
all the preparation and hard 
work well worth it especially 
knowing you enjoyed 
yourselves and had a good 
experience with us. 

We very much look forward 

to seeing you again on 7th 
June, it’s going be another 
exciting one with plenty of 
opportunity to best your 
scores, 
annoy the 
Riddler 

and enjoy the Black Arrow Woods. 
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A big thankyou to all the archers, 
volunteers and members who made 
the day such a great success.  

You brought the fun, the banter 
and the smiles which Chris would 
have loved!  
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Rest well 

Chris 

You will be 

greatly missed 

but never  

Forgotten! 












